UAE IS A HUB OF

UBAL "In the last half-century
the UAE has developed into a
living hub of innovative busi-
ness.” accordingto Dutch Prime
Minister Motk Rutte.

*This same forward looking dynomic
opproach s needed morethan ever by the
UAE, and others inthe guif region, postthe
announcement of net zero commitment by
2050," he added while virtually addressing
the Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week {ADSW)
Summit on Monday.

The ADSW Summit as port of the Abu
Dhabi Sustainability Week is hosting more
than 80 global leaders; including heads
of state, policy mekers, and international
business keaders, as UAE aims to take the
glebal sustainability agenda forward and
accelerate pathwoys to net 260,

The Dutch Prime Minister said that
the recl chollenge is now only beginning.
Reaching the milestones loid out over the
next few years will be crucial after COP 26
[Conference of the Parties to the United
Nations Framework Conventionon Climate
Change (UNFCCCH], he pointed out.

*“The idecs and methods thaot made us
prospercus afe no fonger the answer. We
need smarter, more sustainable economies.
There 15 no easy solution to the climote
change problem, but also there is no other
optionbuttotoke upthechallenge.” Rutte
emphasised.

Citing The Netherlands pavilion at
Expo 2020 Dubgi as an example, he said
it highlighted three crucial requirements
for life, woter energy ond food,

The Prime Minister said they were not
treated as seporotethemeas with theirown
Individualistic solutions, but insteod the
Pavilion took a holistic approach, each
linked with one another.

Rutte soid that the new woy to address
chimate change issuesis“joint-up-thinking”.
The Pavilion that extrocts water from airto
grow plants, and once Expo ends, its every
scrap of motericl will be tcken down and
given a new purpose, is on example of this
new way of thinking, he noted.

The Dutch leader hoped “this smaoll
scole demonstration of circularnty provides
a small demonstration of how innovation
can help addrass the climote crisis”,

Rutte pointed cut that "climatechange
15 not simply an econemic crisis, it's also
a socigl crisis”. He said the world's poor
are being hit hordest, leading to greater
inequahity.

in hisclosingremaorks, the Prime Minister
added that *we nesd to be even more
ambitious than we have been,

Thanks to demographic chonges,
economic development and intérnational
trade, demand for fresh water, energy
and food can only increase, so we need
to align our policies and technologies
atound the notural nexus of water, én-
eray and food”,

Heconcludedthat *we needtobe more

\.'n. s

1

-

INNOVATIONS

o

Officials honour winners of Wetskill Challenge hosted by The Netherlands pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai.

ambtions and lead to a workd susteinable
future for oll”,

ADSW 2022 is the first major sustain-
ability event after the COP26 climote
change conference, ond acts as ¢ global
catalyst for COPRY, which will be held in
Egypt in 2022, ond COP28, which will be
hosted by the UAE in 2023,

Meanwhile, Wetskill' first event Weatskills
Challenge in UAE hosted ot the Nether-
fands Pavilion which started on Jan.Swhen
20 -25 local and international students

come together in Al Ain is dubbed os ¢
great success,

Wetskills Foundation uses ¢ new way
of authentic learning and international
networking forstudents and young profes-
sionals with a possion for woter,

In muitidisciplindary, international
teams, the participants work on real life
cases from companies and governmental
organisations.

In diverse teams these participants
were given a real-life water challenge,

formulated local and intesnational sector
partners, onSunday, Wetskills concluded its
exciting challenge programme in UAE at the
Nethedands Pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai.

Lody Embrechts, Netherlonds' Ambas-
sador, UAE said: “The Netherlands Pavilion
is @ perfect place to host the Wetskilis
Finols as the paviion’s theme of wstain-
able initictives and Innovations resonates
well with the progromme. | want to con-
gratulate each one of the teams for the
beilliant ideas that they have presented.

MARK RUTTE SAID THAT THE NEW WAY TO
ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE ISSUES IS
JOINT-UP-THINKING. THE NETHERLANDS
PAVILION, THAT EXTRACTS WATER FROM
AIR TO GROW PLANTS, WILL GIVE EVERY
SCRAP OF ITS MATERIAL A NEW PURPOSE
ONCE THE EXPO ENDS
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These practical, diverse ond creative solu-
tions can octuoily be implemented in UAE
and other ragions. They can truly bring a
change for a sustainable and eco-friendly
future, Excellent taam work!”

In @ hybrid format, participants from
countfiessuch asthe UAE the Netheriands,
Colombig, Incio, Nigerio and Germany are
workingtogether in fourteams. The teams
each work on a challenge, provided by
sector partners like Wittevean<Bos and
PureBlue Water,

I9 participants from 10 different countries
joinadthis first Wetskills event inUAE {and 53¢d
event since 2010). Aninternational jury panel
announced Team Falaj 2.0 as the winner.
Team Members Silvio Kaser (HZ University of
Applied Sciences in The Netheriands! Meera
AlXoabi, Azza Alshamel Ayesha Alam ol UAE
University! and Loura Pulido iKing Abduliah
University of Science ond Technology in
Soudi Arabiag) created an out-of-the-box
but applicable concept to improve woter
manocgement on smoll fatms in UAE.

Privately ownedTarms of asize between
two and six are very common in the UAE,
and mostly rely on groundwoter for crop
irrigation. In recent years, the productivity
of many of these farms has been threat-
ened by Increasinggroundwoter depletion
and solinization, Various manogement
strategies have been proposed to slow
down groundwater deterioration and/
or sustain egricultural production under
increasing salinity.

Tools to facilitate such water manage-
ment decision making dre o far not avall-
able. it will maximize revenues ot the farm
level, and/of create an overdl long-term
sustainabilfity and environmental safety.
Winning case owner, UAE University im-
pressedthe panel ofjury with their procticai
solution and 'presented a tool to support
on individual farmer or decision identify-
ing the most feasible water monagement
strategy for UAE’s small farms.

Rick Hogeboom, Programme Manager
for Wetskills ond one of the supervisors of
this event; * The Wetskills programme chal-
lenges participants to leave their comfort
zone and come up with out of the box
solutions. Supervisors likewise needtostep
outside the box te make the Progromme o
SUCCess, especiolly in times of Covid and
hybrid formats for teom work. Butthe best
cchievements come about by remaining
gedicated evenin surprising endunknown
circumstances. Leveraging digital means
to coligborate, discuss and gettingto know
one ancther, you'll find that the solutions
the teams came up with are of highest
quality and will ingpire many."

The chaollenge final also marked the
last part of the Wetskiils' 1O Yeor Jubilee
Cefebrations. The programme started ot
Expo 2010 Shanghai China, and the last
UAE edition of Wetskills bridged the two
World Expos and looked back at the results
over the last 1O years.



