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Problem
Nehoiu is a city in the Romanian district of Buzău, situated in the Romanian Carpathian mountain range. The area suffers from extensive
deforestation, flash floods and plastic pollution. Especially, the plastic pollution poses great risks for the ecology and public health. The
challenge ahead is to prevent plastic from entering the aquatic ecosystem and retrieve the plastic that is currently littering the
environment. The recovered plastic can be processed into new circular commodities. The Municipality of Nehoiu aims to enable ecotourism. In order for the area to be suitable for eco-tourism it should be both green and clean.

Objective

Creation of awareness
by involving community
in educational activities

Recovery and
valorisation of plastic
waste

Contribute to the socioeconomical activities like
eco-tourism

Promote a circular
economy strategy

5. Valorization

1. Retrieval

Recycled plastic can be used
for new applications such as
roads, dwellings and
polyester fabric.

Implementation of affordable, efficient
and easy-to-build plastic catchers.

Plastic losses
into the
environment

5.
Valorisation
and re-use

4. Processing
Sorting, washing, resizing,
Identification and compounding.

4.
Sorting and
Processing

1.
Retrieval

Prevention
Community involvement
and participation.
Creating awareness and
ownership.

2. Recycling
2.
Recycling

Limit pollution by creating an
incentive when reusable materials
are recycled.

3.
Transport

Recommendations
Greater efforts in reducing plastic pollution are needed to ensure good quality of the marine environment, well being of inhabitants and
to create opportunities for the city of Nehoiu to develop sustainable economic activities. The strategic approach is based mainly on
prevention. Different community-based approaches play a key role in gaining awareness and driving positive long-lasting change.
Likewise, mitigating solutions can be applied by implementing simple, straightforward technologies. We aim to convert Nehoiu in an
example for Romania.
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